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Why choose a career in accountancy? 

 

There aren’t many careers as diverse as accountancy: not only can you train in business, 

practice or banking, but once qualified, chartered accountants are found working in high 

level jobs all over the world. 

Accountants are financial specialists at the heart of all areas of business. They work 

across various specialisations, including consulting, corporate finance and forensic 5 

accounting. They could find themselves working in all corners of the globe, from the 

Cayman Islands to South East Asia. The opportunity for international travel and rewarding 

salaries are just two of the benefits open to chartered accountants. 

Life as a trainee chartered accountant 

One major benefit of training for ICAEW’s chartered accountancy qualification, the ACA, is 10 

that you are paid an attractive graduate salary while training and given full support by your 

employer. The qualification and study leave is often paid for by your employer as well. This 

time off helps you revise for the modules before sitting the exams. 

Your work experience will be challenging and you will be given a lot of responsibility early 

on. Preparing accounts, meeting external clients, leading teams, travelling, as well as 15 

managing people – are all likely situations you will experience throughout your training. 

Life as a qualified chartered accountant 

Once qualified, ICAEW members work in all fields of business and finance, including 

taxation, forensic accounting, financial and general management. Some are involved in 

public practice work, others work in industry and some are employed by government 20 

bodies. Chartered accountants are able to work in a variety of different sectors throughout 

their career, which helps shape their portfolio. Many work internationally, as there is a 

global demand for accountancy professionals. 

Working as a chartered accountant is a rewarding, interesting and exciting career. 
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